Immunologic mechanisms in secretory otitis media--recent concepts. Part I.
Increasing evidence has been accumulated in the last few years associating immunological mechanisms in the pathogenesis of secretory otitis media. If immunological processes were found to be involved in both of the previously accepted experimental pathogenic models (Eustachian tube obstruction: microbiologically induced) of the disease, recently published data has provided evidence for a third, not Eustachian tube--or microbiological-dependent, exclusively immunological, experimental model. This suggests that immunological mechanisms are probably always involved in the pathogenesis of a disease that is known to be multifactorial in origin, and thus eventually make Immunology the single most important factor in secretory otitis media. In the present article these recent concepts are extensively reviewed by the authors.